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The figure in the graveyard – Worksheet 5c 
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The house was dark. As I approached, 
no one was around and I couldn’t hear 
many sounds. I wished I wasn’t on 
my own. The windows had dirty 
curtains and the glass was cracked in 
places. An owl flew through a hole in 
the top window and off into the night. 
I walked closer. 

Activity 1: Read the description below, then rewrite it to build up an atmosphere of gothic horror. 
 

• Choose words carefully to create a tense, frightening atmosphere. 
 

• Use a range of imaginative and flexible sentence structures for effect. 
 

• Add more detail to the passage to develop the scene.  
 
Activity 2: Swap work with a partner. Highlight the words and phrases that you think are  

particularly effective in your partner’s description. Discuss your thoughts with  
your partner.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


